
No Unsung Heroes at Cedars...

Dear Cedars Families,

We are grateful to report that we continue to have no staff or residents
with confirmed cases or even symptoms of COVID-19. Day programs are
still closed and staff are working proactively and diligently to strategize what
reopening might look like when the time comes.

It has felt important to write these messages each week to share our latest
updates, reflect on our work, and share stories rooted in our values. Equally
important has been the heartwarming responses from many of you each week.
We appreciate your gratitude and confidence that your loved one is safe and
happy. These successes are the culmination of the hard work of all our talented
staff members, but Cedars Residential Staff have truly gone above and
beyond any job description.

So, to those at Cedars working 24/7 with our residents— we salute your
commitment, compassion, and your enduring dedication, and we are proud to
sing your praises!

For most of you, your work with Cedars participants is your lifework, it is
your calling. So many of you speak of the meaning and purpose that it

brings to your life.

You understand how our participants see and experience the world and
facilitate meaningful connection to their friends families and
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facilitate meaningful connection to their friends, families and
communities – even and especially now.

You carry out your work with love, empathy and compassion and
provide heartfelt support and build genuine relationships with all

participants.

Not only are you dedicated and dependable, but you lead by example and
approach your work with a sense of purpose.

You understand the importance of taking time to understand how each
participant thinks and acts, helping them to get their needs met in the

way they prefer so their days are happy and easeful.

You make a positive difference in the lives of those you support and
your work with them creates lasting and meaningful impact for them and

for their families.

You help make their lives safe, happy and healthy…and fun!

And as you do all of this important work, you respect one another and
view every role as an important contribution to our shared mission.

You are, in fact, the backbone of Cedars—leading the way for all of us
to support creative, productive, joyous and healthy lives.

We salute you and we ALL thank you! You are our heroes!

Thank you all for your continued kindness and consideration of not just your
family members, but the staff who are dedicated to supporting them each day. 

With gratitude,

Chuck Greene
Executive Director

P.S. Hope to see you all on the Cedars Family Association's Video Meeting
on May 16th at 1pm, where we'll be discussing life at Cedars during COVID-19.

P.P.S. Artist Within is selling Mother's Day Gifts! Contact Annamarta at
annad@cedarslife.org for more information.
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“It’s not easy work and there have been a lot of changes, but we are so
fortunate that no one has gotten sick and we have actually been having

so much fun! There’s so much laughter and rich moments. Our DSPs
are taking on new roles and responsibilities, but seem to really enjoy

doing things like arts and crafts with residents. We are also so grateful
for the new technology we’ve received, like a new cell phone and a

tablet for the house. We use the tablet so much now – for video calls with
family members and volunteers, annual meetings, and one resident even

used it to “attend” Sunday church services!”
– Frank Kemmeter, House Manager

“I admire all Cedars staff for the incredible job that they are doing. It
seems that everyone's pitching in to assist us with our basic needs, plus
giving the residents activities that they enjoy and look forward to having.

We all want what’s best for our guys.”
– Robert Mackie, House Manager

“Our house has really been staying positive – we’re doing spring cleaning,
exercising every day, and one resident is even teaching me how to knit!
We’re spending all our time painting, drawing, gardening… there’s no

time to get depressed or lonely! I have a lot of gratitude for our health and
for Cedars support, and think Rob and Stacy deserve an award! And

Sharyll Johnson has been so fantastic, helpful, and a good team player. I
feel good that I can help and am contributing something during this

situation. I feel blessed, that I am here for the residents and they are
here for me, too.“

- Elia Taylor, House Manager
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