
Dear Cedars Family Members,

We did it! An agreement has been reached between Governor Newsom and
the Legislature on the 2020-2021 Fiscal Year Budget, which contains NO CUTS
to developmental services! As we faced cuts between 7-14%, this is a HUGE
WIN for Cedars, California service providers, and especially your loved one.
With the phone calls, emails, letters and social media posts – you protected
services for Californians with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
Sometimes it may feel like our advocacy goals are unattainable, or that we
don’t have the power to inform legislative change… but this proves that your
voice was heard, and your advocacy makes a difference.

Today, we celebrate this victory and take time to thank the representatives who
supported us, and show them we’re still paying attention to the decisions
affecting individuals with I/DD. We know that despite eliminating these
draconian cuts, our service system continues to be substantially underfunded
and Cedars still faces its nearly $1 million annual funding gap. Our next
challenge will be to advocate for support in how programs open up and how
Cedars and other providers will be compensated. Proposals are on the table
that could do significant harm, and we will let you know when (not if!) we need
your help again.
 
Thank you for showing up for Cedars. You’ve made a real impact in the lives of
Californians with I/DD. And while there’s more work to be done, we hope you,
too, feel inspired that together we can make real change. 
 
In solidarity,
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Chuck Greene
Executive Director
 

Other Updates...

PPE Distribution Events
Information from the State Council on Developmental Disabilities,

Bay Area Office
GOLDEN GATE REGIONAL CENTER:

For those served by GGRC and their families, boxes of masks are
being mailed out directly to homes. Additional distribution days for
those served and families, specifically for face shields and hand

sanitizer, will be posted soon. 
People-served and families may also reach out to the your GGRC

County Manager for any time-sensitive PPE needs: 
San Mateo County: jnathaniel@ggrc.org

San Francisco City and County: nmanglona@ggrc.org
Marin County: ipruitt@ggrc.org 

All counties for Early Start families: pogilvie@ggrc.org 

Additional distribution days for service providers who have not yet
secured PPE will be posted soon for residential facilities, FHAs, ILS and
SLS agencies. There will be an Eventbrite registration. There will also be

future distribution dates for day services providers still in need.
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This week, a story from our Residential Program:
On a typical day, Cedars resident Nancy could be found hanging out and

lending a helping hand at her favorite spot – the San Anselmo Fire
Department. Her friendship with Fire Captain Todd Stanfield goes back

decades! Even though Nancy is now spending her days at home at
Cedars, Rob (Director of Residential Services) set up a video call for her

to stay connected with her firefighter buddies. Over Zoom they caught up,
joked around, and even made plans to send her a firehouse tshirt.

Thankfully, with little creative thinking, their connections remain strong
despite the distance… and their friendship won’t have to burn out!
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What is your role at Cedars and how long have you been here?
I’ve been an instructor at Cedars Textile Arts Collaborative for almost 6
years! I’m so fortunate to work on different areas including weaving, the
garden, cooking, craft projects, the farm stand and our holiday craft fair.

What kinds of projects have you been working on since day
programs have closed/shelter in place order?

Since we started the shelter in place my first project with the participants
was a Meditative journal - a small book for participants to paint at home

using acrylic paint and fingers or watercolor and brushes. Its whole
purpose was to express with colors, strokes, simple shapes and words

their feelings of gratitude, hope and love.

I also prepared some bowls made out of gourds from our garden, to be
decorated with beads by some of our participants, felting kits for our

participants so they can do some work at home, as well as "chat and craft"
on zoom, where we get together once per week to talk and keep our

hands busy with creative projects. 

At TAC we are working on our flourishing garden, and also helping with
cleaning, painting and sprucing up some areas around TAC.

I have also been busy sewing masks for participants and staff to be ready
for "the new normal."

What is one of your favorite things about working at Cedars?
My favorite part of Cedars is the participants, I love their spontaneity,
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Katie Ladouceur
sincerity, enthusiasm, and happiness. I like that they don’t see limitations and they 
thrive to do and give the best of themselves. 


